
The Bowman Memorial Chemistry Scholarship 
 
        The Department of Chemistry is pleased to present the Bowman Chemistry 
Scholarship, which has been endowed in Mr. Bowman’s memory by his family, 
friends and professional colleagues. 
 
         Richard D. Bowman, Jr. was born in Niagara Falls, New York, March 23, 
1948 and moved to Florida with his family when he was thirteen years old. He 
graduated from Satellite High School in 1966 and in 1967 he moved to Tampa 
with his wife and son to attend the University of South Florida. As a co-op stu-
dent he attended school six months each year, working the other six at U.S. Phos-
phoric, Inc., which is now called Gardinier. Richard graduated with a B.A. Chem-
istry degree in Chemistry from USF in 1972. 
 
         During his school years and well after, Mr. Bowman was employed at the 
Hillsborough County Environmental Protection Agency where he was chief of 
the Air Quality Monitoring Section. He left H.C.E.P.C to work for the Florida 
Department of Environmental Regulation. During this time, he was the project 
manager for the Florida Sulphur Oxides Study, which dealt with Florida’s increas-
ing emissions of sulfur oxides into the air at that time. 
 
         In 1979, Mr. Bowman started his own environmental consulting company, 
which was run from within his household for the first six months. Later, he met 
with Robert E. Wallace and Jack Frost to form what is now Environmental Engi-
neering Consultants, Inc. He later left the Company in 1983 to become a full 
time, plant consultant for Gulf Coast Lead, Co. 
 
         In 1986, Mr. Bowman left Gulf Coast Lead to start yet again another busi-
ness called Applied Science, Inc. a  chemical/environmental consulting firm. Just 
before his untimely death on February 27, 1987, he was to have tested for his 
Professional Engineering certificate.  
 
        During Mr. Bowman’s extensive chemical career, he fathered two sons and 
one daughter: Richard, Matthew and Brooke Bowman. During the hours he was 
not working, Richard found time to coach his son’s soccer teams, attend his  
daughter’s dance recitals and be there for his family as father and husband. 
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